
 

Gulfport High School                          

This summer, before beginning English I your freshman year, you will need to choose one book 

from the following list.  You are, of course, encouraged to read as many as you like, but you 

must read and complete the assignment for one.  As you read, think about the themes and ideas 

posed in the novel.  Your assignment is to evaluate the relevance of a theme or idea of the 

novel to our real world.  Once you’ve finished reading, find a real-world event (current news 

event or very significant historic event) that you believe represents the same idea or theme as 

the novel.  Write a brief summary of the event (a short paragraph or two) and then a brief 

explanation (a paragraph) of how the novel is relevant to this event and our world.  You will 

need to bring the article with you along with your writing and you should be prepared to 

explain this to the class at the beginning of school.  Also, be prepared to demonstrate your 

understanding of the book on a short quiz.   

Choose from these titles:  

 

Spies of Mississippi     “It was 1956, and the 

Civil Rights Movement was in full swing. Across the 

nation, African Americans were demanding their rights, 

and the U.S. Supreme Court was ruling in their favor. 

But a system of segregation rooted in white supremacy 

had been a way of life for two hundred years in the 

Deep South, and Mississippi was not changing its ways 

without a fight. Thus was born a new arm of the state: a 

secret propaganda, espionage, and dirty tricks agency."  

128 pages   

  Most of us, at some point in our schooling, have had a 

teacher who had a major impact on our thinking and the 

way we've lived our lives. What a treat would it be now, all 

these years later, to reacquaint ourselves with that treasure 

advisor, to learn again those lessons he or she shared when 

we were young. Mitch Albom was given that opportunity. 

He spent several months regularly visiting his college 

professor, Morrie Schwartz, during the elder man's final 

year of life. This is his tribute to the man who gave him so 

much.    192 pages  
Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom  
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 The first 10 lies they tell you in high school: 

1. “Speak up for yourself – we want to  

 know what you have to say.” 

From the first moment of her freshman year of 

high school, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, 

part of the nonsense we call high school.   

Speak  by Laurie Halse Anderson           224 pages 

 

Breathing Underwater  by Alex Flinn 

Nick is 16, and is considered perfect by 
everyone in his high school.  He’s the guy 
others want to be.  He has it all.  Then it 
happened, the slap.  And his girlfriend’s parents 
hit him with a restraining order and press 
charges.  Suddenly we find that Nick’s perfect 
life is really one of violence and abuse at home.  
Is he destined to follow the pattern or is he in 
control?    272 pages   
 

 

Battle of Jericho    by Sharon Draper 

Popularity.  Privileges.  And the girl.  What 

would you give up to gain what you’ve always 

wanted?  Your dreams?  Your dignity?  The ones 

you love?    297 pages 

 

 


