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4. Grades 9 - 12 

     A minimum of twelve (12) grades per nine weeks grading period will be 

recorded in each teacher’s grade book in grades 9 - 12 for all courses.  

These twelve grades will count for eighty percent (80%) of the final grade.   

At least five (5) of the twelve (12) grades will be either scores from major 

tests (to include weekly tests, unit tests, and district tests) or performance 

assessments.  A term test will count twenty percent (20%) of the final 

grade. 

 

The following grading scale will be applied in grades 9 - 12.  

 

Range    Grade 

93 – 100      A 

85 – 92      B 

76 – 84      C 

70 – 75      D 

Below 70         F (non-mastery) 

Incomplete      I*   

 

* Incomplete is defined as the lack of mastery due to incomplete work 

and/or low or non-performance and may be removed as a result of 

re-teaching and retesting or completion of assigned work in extended 

learning time. 

 

5. The teacher will record a “50" on the permanent cumulative record for any 

average numerical grade that is lower than “50". 

 

V. MODIFIED GRADES 

 

Students with Special Education eligibility and IEPs or Section 504 eligibility and 504 

plans or who are English Language Learners (ELL) will be assigned modified grades based 

on accommodations and modifications documented on the IEP, 504, or ELL plans for the 

students’ daily classroom activities.  The accommodations used for these students will be 

set by the general education teachers and the teachers of Special Education or ELL 

students.  The accommodations and modifications as listed allowable on the Mississippi 

Curriculum Tests/Subject Area Testing Program will be listed on the report card. Where 

appropriate, instructional levels will also be noted on the report card. 

 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION GRADING POLICY 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IHAA 

 
Board Approved:  

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IHAA 

 
Previously Approved: 

8/1/1994 

 

In compliance with state accreditation requirements, the Gulfport School District has adopted the 

following policy on promotion and retention of special education students.  The design of this 

policy is that pupil progression in the District is based on each pupil’s achievement in terms of the 

established instructional goals, as stated on the student’s Individualized Educational Plan (IEP).  

Students are expected to achieve mastery on IEP objectives in accordance with their individual 

capabilities and rates of learning.  The basis for making promotion or retention decisions should 

be based upon the following performance standards. 

 

GRADING PROCEDURES 
 

Inclusion/Resource 
 

Grades K-6 

 

70% or above - Regular class credit and promotion to the next grade.  These students receive 

instruction in the regular classroom with supportive aids and services.  They must meet all 

requirements as specified on the IEP. 

 

60% or above with a modified curriculum - The student will receive an “M” beside his/her grade to 

indicate a modified curriculum and will remain in the inclusion program.  Mastery of CORE will 

be required in accordance with the student’s IEP, capabilities, and rate of learning.  The student 

will be promoted to the next grade the following year. 

 

Below 60% with modifications - The student will receive an “NP” for not passing reading, math, 

and/or English.  An IEP review/revision will be conducted to determine if the inclusion process is 

meeting the student’s needs.  The student will not be promoted to the next grade if she/he remains 

in the inclusion program with an average below 60%. 

 

The special education student may be assigned to a higher grade based on age appropriateness 

without completing all objectives as outlined on the IEP.  Incomplete objectives will be addressed 

in the IEP the following year. 

 

If the student has been identified as mildly/moderately disabled and is functioning below grade 

level in math or reading, that student may be served in the special education resource program and 

still receive inclusive services. 
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Grades 7-12 

 

70% or above - Regular class credit and promotion to the next grade.  The students receive 

instruction in the regular classroom with supportive aids and services.  They must meet all 

requirements as specified on the IEP. 

 

60% or above with a modified curriculum - The student will receive an “M” beside his/her grade to 

indicate a modified curriculum and will remain in the inclusion program.  Mastery of CORE will 

be required in accordance with the student’s IEP, capabilities, and rate of learning.  The student 

will be promoted to the next grade the following year. 

 

Below 60% with a modified curriculum - An IEP review/revision must be conducted to determine 

if the inclusion process is meeting the student’s needs. 

 

NOTE: The IEP committee has the prerogative of making exceptions to the guidelines listed above 

in the best interest of the student. 

 

Self-Contained 

 

Grades K - 12 

 

Students will demonstrate mastery of objectives as outlined in the IEP in accordance with their 

capabilities and rate of learning. 

 

Students will demonstrate mastery of those skills identified by the Mississippi Core Curriculum 

Structure (CORE) in accordance with the student’s IEP, capabilities, and rate of learning. 

 

Self-contained special education students may be assigned to a higher grade based on age 

appropriateness without completing all objectives outlined in the IEP.  Incomplete objectives will 

be addressed in the IEP for the following year. 

 

Special education students in the self-contained program starting at the ninth grade level will be 

earning credits toward a certificate of high school completion as opposed to a high school diploma 

if she/he meets the objectives as outlined on his/her IEP and attendance requirements according to 

district guidelines.  Carnegie units cannot be earned in a self-contained program. 

 

GED (General Educational Development) Program for qualifying self-contained students 

 

Students who make satisfactory progress through the first semester of their twelfth grade year will 

be allowed to take the TABE.  Those students who receive qualifying scores on the TABE will be 

allowed to take the GED test in their graduating year and those who pass the GED test will receive  

a GED Equivalent Diploma from the Mississippi State Department of Education. 

 

Administrative Option 

The principal may make recommendations regarding exceptions to any of these policies and, with 
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knowledge of the Special Education Department and the approval of the Superintendent, may act 

as long as these recommendations are in accordance with federal and state laws on special 

education  procedures and regulations. 

 

Any student and/or parent may appeal the application of these policies.  The appeal process will 

begin with the principal, followed by the Superintendent or designee, and finally the Board of 

Trustees.  A written answer to the appeal will be provided at each step of the process. 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 I. A student may be eligible for graduation who has: 

A. Entered the Special Education Program in self-contained classes in the ninth grade 

and remained for four years; or 

B. Entered the Special Education Program in self-contained classes in the tenth grade 

and remained for three years; or 

C. Entered the Special Education Program in self-contained classes in the eleventh 

grade and remained there for two years; or 

D. Entered the Special Education Program in self-contained classes in the twelfth 

grade and remained there for one full school year; or 

E. Reached his/her eighteenth birthday and in the Special Education Program in 

self-contained classes for one full school year; and 

 

II. The class with which the student started his/her first year in a formal educational program 

must be graduating or has already graduated; and 

 

III. The student must have completed all required subjects and met grade requirements for 

his/her particular special education program; and 

 

IV. The student must have adhered to and met conditions outlined in the attendance policy; and 

 

V. The student must have taken required basic, achievement, aptitude, and exit tests outlined 

in their IEP. 

 

VI. Students in resource class who meet all requirements as outlined in the Board policy 

manual for graduating will receive a high school diploma. 

 

GENERAL 
 

1. Based on individual needs, students with a current eligibility ruling may remain in 

school through age twenty-one. 

2. A student who goes through the graduation ceremony will be ending his/her public 

school educational experience. 

3. Students in the GED preparation program who meet the requirements listed in I 

through VI will be allowed to take the exit TABE test. 

4. Those students who get qualifying scores on the TABE will be allowed to take the 

GED test in his/her graduation year. 



4 - IHAA - Special Education Grading Policy 
 

5. All students who meet requirements I through V will receive a high school 

completion certificate upon graduation. 

6. Students who meet requirement VI will receive a high school diploma. 

7. Those students who pass the GED test will receive a certificate of High School 

Equivalency from the Mississippi Department of Education. 

8. The Local Survey Committee (LSC) should contact the principal and/or Director of 

Special Education for clarification or direction concerning these requirements.  

Cases in question may be likewise referred. 

9. The list of graduating students should show those recommended with some 

indication as to who will participate in the ceremony.  This list should be in the 

hands of the principal and Director of SPED two days prior to the due date set by 

principals for all graduating seniors. 

10. Any exceptions made for the requirements or listed names will be made by the 

principal in consultation with the Director of SPED. 

 

The following will constitute the official Special Education Grading Policy for the Gulfport 

School District: 

I. Purpose 

A. To provide a process for informing students and parents of the educational progress 

of students; 

B. To fuse an instructional management system based on mastery learning of essential 

skills with a traditional practice of awarding grades; 

C. To authenticate through a formal grading policy that the purpose of evaluating 

students’ performance is the promotion of learning to enable the successful 

education achievement of students; and 

D. To comply with state accreditation standards requiring each school district to adopt 

such a policy. 

II. Definitions and Basic Concepts 

A. Mastery learning is a level of cognitive, affective, and/or psychomotor learning 

achievement that is measurable and that meets or exceeds predetermined standards 

of learning success for the learning experience being mastered. The critical 

dimensions of mastery learning include the following: 

1. The requirement that experts* in the area of assessment determine the 

standards by which mastery is judged to be achieved, 

2. The requirement that the level of mastery be stated in a practical 

application, i.e., pass/fail, two of three possible test items answered 

correctly, three of four, seven of ten, etc. and 

3. The requirement that the level of success set for mastery for a particular 

area of learning correlates positively with the level of success set for 

mastery for  

other comparable areas of learning.   

*Constructed to include findings of research as reported in professional literature. 

Among the teacher techniques commonly associated with mastery learning is the 

pretest-teach-test-reteach-retest cycle. 

B. An instructional management system is an organized process across grades and 
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subject areas which employs specific learning objectives, validated learning 

measurement processes, and recommended teaching techniques to render the 

instructional process more accountable and more responsive to the needs of 

students. 

C. Essential objectives are objectives students must achieve to satisfy special 

education course requirements. They consist of Mississippi CORE objectives plus 

additional locally identified objectives professionally determined to be essential for 

satisfactory completion of the course or areas studied. Essential objectives will be 

used in the individual educational plan (IEP) development. 

D. Grading is a process of ranking the learning performance of students in relation to 

predetermined criteria or in relation to the performance of other members of a 

group.  Grading may consist of nothing more than a pass/fail assignment, but it 

usually consists of letter grades or numeral percentages for most subject areas.  In 

accordance with the IEP, grades are characteristically employed as the primary 

basis for determining promotion or retention of students in the Gulfport School 

District who are in a resource Special Education program and/or who are working 

toward a regular diploma. 

E. The terms inclusion, resource, and self-contained will be used to designate the 

amount of time a student (ages 6-21) spends in the regular education classroom.  

Inclusion refers to students who receive instruction in the regular education 

classroom 79% or more of the school day.  Inclusion students receive special 

education services outside of the regular education classroom less than 21% of the 

day.  Resource refers to students who receive instruction in the regular education 

classroom between 40% and 79% of the school day.  Resource students are 

instructed outside of the regular education classroom at least 21% of the day.  

Self-contained students spend less than 40% of their day in the regular education 

classroom.  Self-contained students are instructed outside of the regular education 

classroom more than 60% of the day.  These placements will be made based on the 

needs of the student as outlined in the student’s Individual Education Plan. 

 

III. Grading System 

 

A. Grades will be based on measurements of student performances of learning 

objectives, including (1) state course and additional local objectives classified as 

essential objectives, (2) approved courses of study or areas of learning, or (3) 

included in the student’s Individualized Educational Plan (IEP). 

 

Such measurements will be designed whenever possible to assess performance 

levels in terms of percent of effectiveness.  Minimum acceptable level of 

performance of 60% to 70% effectiveness is generally expected to be applied to all 

learning and subjects.  The only exceptions to this are vocational courses and 

limited other learning activities which require a pass/fail assessment of learning 

achievement.  The 70% standard will be applied to performance, verbal, and 

judgmental evaluations as well as objective evaluations. 
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B. For reporting purposes, the numerical percentages will be translated to letter grades 

and values reported to parents.  The following ranges apply to all subjects except 

elementary art, elementary physical education, elementary music, special 

remediation courses, and self-contained special education classes. 

 

1. Kindergarten 

 

P    - Passed the objective either by 70% or by the pass/fail 

concept 

I     - Did not pass the objective 

 

2. Grades 1 - 3 

 

1 - Not making progress 

2 - Making progress; needs review of IEP objectives 

3 - Making satisfactory progress on IEP objectives 

4 - Making outstanding progress on IEP objectives 

 

3. Grades 4 - 12 

 

Range    Grade 

 

59 - Below   Non-mastery 

60 - Above   Mastery 

60 - 74   D 

75 - 84   C 

85 - 94   B 

95 - 100   A 

Incomplete   I* 

 

M - indicates modification of program 

 

*Incomplete is defined as the lack of mastery due to low or 

non-performance and may be removed as a result of reteaching and 

retesting. 

 

4. For elementary art, elementary physical education, elementary music, 

special remediation courses, and self-contained special education classes, a 

pass/fail system will be employed using the following designations for 

grades: 

S - Performance is acceptable 

N - Performance needs improvement 

U - Performance is unsatisfactory 

 

5. Self-contained classes will assign grades on the following percentage basis: 
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Daily grades and test - 80% 

CORE/Essential/IEP Objectives - 10% 

Periodic exams/evaluations - 10% 

 

IV. Grading Policy Procedures 

 

A. Grading policy procedures will be development in accord with the students’ IEP to 

include, but not be limited to, such matters as number and types of objectives to be 

measured each term to justify term grades, minimum number of grades to be 

averaged in accord with an agreed upon formula for term grades, reporting 

procedures, and record keeping procedures. 

 

 B. The grading policy procedures will be developed cooperatively by teachers,  

 principals, and District staff.  The procedures must conform to this grading policy 

as adopted by the Board of Trustees.  These procedures will be updated annually 

to adjust to new needs.     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

REPORT CARDS 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IHAB 

 
Board Approved:  

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IHAB 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

A written report will be provided to parents four times a year to include all subjects in which 

students are enrolled. This report will indicate the student's general achievement and behavior and 

will specifically identify the essential objectives not mastered during the term. 

 

All students in the Gulfport School District will receive a quarterly written report indicating the 

student’s general academic achievement for a nine (9) week period. 

 

Mid-term progress reports will be issued to all students in the middle of each academic quarter. 

This mid-term progress report measures the students’ progress. 

 

Student levels of achievement included in these reports are in accordance with the grading policy 

of the District. 



 
 

Descriptor Term: 

 

CREDIT RECOVERY 

Descriptor Code: 

IHAC 

Board Approved: 

6/23/2008 

Rescinds: 

 

Previously Approved: 

 
It will be the policy of the Gulfport School District that a student may recover credits not 
received via satisfactory course completion via the district’s online computer assisted instruction 
program, i.e., Nova Net, Odyssey Ware, or through the Mississippi Virtual Schools program. 
Students may begin the program in the ninth grade or via the middle school transition program 
held at the alternative school.  
 
The purpose of credit recovery is to permit those students in grades 8 through 12 enrolled at 
Gulfport High School, The Learning Center, or TLC: Drop-Out Prevention Center who are 
significantly behind in their accumulation of credits the opportunity to recover credits through 
online instruction. 
  

Definition:  

Credit recovery is defined as the successful completion of coursework not completed the previous 
semester, for which the student received an “incomplete”, offered through online instruction over 
the Internet.  Classes will be scheduled through each participant’s assigned counselor and teacher 
after written permission for credit recovery has been obtained from the school principal.  
 
Credit recovery is further defined as a course-specific, skill-based learning opportunity for students 
who have previously been unsuccessful in mastering content/skills required to receive course credit 
or earn promotion. 

The Mississippi Virtual Public School Program and local web-based course recovery program 

are web-based educational programs that deliver instruction to students via the Internet in a 

classroom setting.  

School Accountability:  

Middle and high school administration will be responsible for the academic progress of their 

students, including but not limited to, enrollment, awarding of credit and monitoring progress. 

The State Board of Education and District Instructional Programs Director shall have approval 

authority for all online coursework. All offerings must meet MS Public School Accountability 

Standards. 

All testing associated with online instruction will be conducted in the presence of the student’s 
assigned instructor as designated by the school principal.  Credit recovery, at the discretion of the 
administration, may be available during summer school. 

Program Scope:  

 Meet the educational needs of children in the district; 
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 Close the achievement gap between high-performing and at-risk students;  

 Provide a broader range of educational options to students and parents by utilizing 

technology with a goal of improving student achievement and reducing the drop-out rate 

in the Gulfport School District; and  

Guiding Principles: 

 Credits for course work will be granted by the principal of the school or a designee 

 Course content will be delivered via computer-based instruction coupled with small 

group and one-on-one instruction by a highly qualified teacher in the content area in 

question 

 All decisions will be guided by focusing on what is best for the students  

 The academic calendar will be coordinated with the district’s calendar  

 Online courses will be completed at the child’s own pace within the instructional time 

allotted for the course 

 MVPS courses will primarily be taught by Mississippi teachers licensed in the subject 

area and proficient in web-based course delivery  

 Course selection will involve teacher, student, parent, and counselor input and will be 

aligned to National and Mississippi Frameworks standards  

 The quality and assessment for online courses must equal or exceed that for traditional 

courses  

 A needs assessment process will determine the continuation of the program 

Entry Criteria:   

Students must be enrolled in Gulfport High School and have the criteria listed below. More than 
one course may be taken during the school year but only one course may be taken at a time; that is, 
before the student may enroll for a second credit recovery course, the first credit recovery course 
must have been completed. 

 The student must obtain a score of 60 as a final grade. Administrative approval is 

required for any grade below a 60. 

 A student must be recommended for the program by a teacher or counselor. 

 The student and parent must agree in writing to participate. 

 Middle school students must be recommended for participation by a teacher and 

administrator. 

 Participating students must agree to complete all assigned lessons and modules. 

 Participating students must attend the course for the specified amount of time.  

 Participating students must maintain appropriate school behavior and be prepared to 

learn. 

 A student may not remain in a credit recovery course for more than one school year. 
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Grading Procedures: 

 
 Students successfully completing all requirements will receive a grade of 75. 

 
 
 

Payment:   
 
There is a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) per semester of instruction for credit recovery courses.  
Refunds are not permitted once the student begins online instruction.   
 
 
Note:    Due to state assessment requirements for graduation, Biology I, Algebra I, U.S. History 

from 1877, and English II will not be offered through the credit recovery program unless 
the student has taken and passed the state test, but failed the course previously.  



 
 
Description Term: 

 

PARENT CONFERENCES 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IHAD 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IHAD 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

The Board of Trustees recognizes the importance of parent-teacher conferences.  At least two 

parent-teacher conferences should be scheduled each year for parents of children in the elementary 

schools. 

 

The teacher will arrange additional conferences with parents in instances when children are having 

learning or behavior problems. Parents will be provided schedules indicating selected days of the 

week and times of the day when it will be most convenient for parents to have conferences they 

request with teachers.  If parents cannot meet with teachers in accord with this schedule, the 

principal must inform the parent that another schedule will be developed to accommodate the 

needs of the parent. 

 

 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF 

STUDENTS 

 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IHE 

 
Board Approved: 

12/6/2010 
 
Rescinds: 

IHE 

 
Previously Approved: 

8/28/2006 

 

In compliance with state accreditation requirements, the Gulfport School District has adopted the 

following policy on promotion and retention of students.  The design of this policy is that pupil 

progression in the District is based on each student's achievement in terms of the established 

instructional goals.  Students are expected to achieve mastery of each grade in the sequence in which 

it is offered.  Decisions for promotion or retention should be based upon the following performance 

standards. 

 

I. GRADES 1 - 5 

 

A. MINIMUM PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

1. Students must demonstrate mastery of the content required for each grade.  

Mastery is defined as seventy percent (70%) proficiency in all learning activities 

and subjects.  The seventy percent standard will be applied to all assessments, 

written, performed or observed. 

2. Content for the grade is defined as those objectives described in the Mississippi  

    Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula for all subjects taught.   

3. Students must meet minimum attendance standards as stated in the elementary 

school handbook. 

B. MONITORING PUPIL PROGRESS 

1. It is the responsibility of each teacher to identify pupils not making satisfactory 

progress toward achieving grade objectives in Mississippi Curriculum 

Frameworks and local skills.  Parents must be notified during each grading period 

if their student is not meeting minimum mastery levels. Each school will have a 

Teacher Support Team (TST), comprised of teachers and other personnel, that 

will continually evaluate students= academic progress as measured by the state 

assessments (Mississippi Curriculum Tests in reading, language arts, and math), 

district and school level assessments, and other pertinent information.  The TST 

will make ongoing recommendations about instructional decisions and 

interventions in accordance with the three tier intervention process outlined in 

Board Policy IEI.   

C. STUDENT CLASSIFICATION, GRADES 1 - 5 

1. To be classified as a First Grader: 

a. A student should demonstrate 70% mastery of content in the Mississippi 

Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula for kindergarten. 

b.  Students not enrolled in a kindergarten program will be assessed and placed 

according to their readiness for school. 

2. To be classified as a Second Grader: 

A student should demonstrate 70% mastery of the content in the Mississippi   
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Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula in reading/language arts and math for  

first grade. 

3. To be classified as a Third Grader: 

A student should demonstrate 70% mastery of the content in the Mississippi  

Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula in reading/language arts and math  

for second grade. 

4.   To be classified as a Fourth Grader: 

A student should demonstrate 70% mastery of the content in Mississippi  

Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula in reading/language arts, math, and 

 science for third grade. 

5. To be classified as a Fifth Grader: 

a. A student should have achieved 70% mastery of the content in the 

Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula in reading/ language 

arts, math, and science for fourth grade. 

D. STUDENTS NOT MEETING PROMOTION STANDARDS 

Students not meeting promotion standards may be dealt with on a case by case basis, 

but at no time will retention jeopardize the child=s chances to obtain a high school 

diploma.  Students who do not meet the standards for promotion must be referred to 

the Teacher Support Team.  

 

II. GRADES 6 - 8 

 

A. MINIMUM PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

1. Students should demonstrate mastery of the required content for each course.  

Mastery is defined as seventy percent (70%) proficiency in all learning activities 

and subjects.  The seventy percent standard will be applied to all assessments, 

written, performed or observed. 

2. Course is defined as that content to be learned and activities to be completed as 

described by the Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula.  

B. MONITORING PUPIL PROGRESS 

1. It is the responsibility of each teacher to identify pupils not making satisfactory 

progress toward achieving grade objectives in Mississippi Curriculum 

Frameworks and local skills.  Parents must be notified during each grading period 

if their student is not meeting minimum mastery levels. Each school will have a 

Teacher Support Team (TST), comprised of teachers and other personnel, that 

will continually evaluate students= academic progress as measured by the state 

assessments (Mississippi Curriculum Tests in reading/language arts, and math), 

district and school level assessments, and other pertinent information. TST will 

make ongoing recommendations about instructional decisions and interventions 

in accordance with the three tier intervention process outlined in Board Policy 

IEI.  

C. STUDENT CLASSIFICATION - GRADES 6 - 8  

Students will be assigned to grades for administrative purposes and are 

expected generally to be moved from the sixth to the seventh to the eighth 
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grade.  The assignment of grades will be as follows: 

1.  To be classified as a Sixth Grader: 

a. A student should have achieved 70% mastery of the content in the 

Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula in reading/language 

arts, math, social studies, and science for fifth grade. 

b. To be retained in sixth grade a student must fail to meet mastery in three of 

the core classes (reading/language arts, math, social studies or science). 

c. Students who are two or more years older than their peers and who have not 

met minimum requirements to be classified on grade level may be placed in a 

transition program.  

2.  To be classified as a Seventh Grader: 

a. A student should have achieved 70% mastery of the content in the 

Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula in English (language 

arts), math, social studies, and science for sixth grade. 

              b. To be retained in seventh grade a student must fail to meet mastery in three of 

 the core classes (English, math, social studies, or science). 

3.  To be classified as an Eighth Grader: 

a. A student should have achieved 70% mastery of the content in the 

Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula in English (language 

arts), math, social studies, and science for seventh grade. 

              b. To be retained in eighth grade a student must fail to meet mastery in three of 

 the core classes (English, math, social studies, or science).  

D. STUDENTS NOT MEETING MASTERY REQUIREMENTS - GRADES 6-8  

Students not meeting promotion standards may be dealt with on a case by case basis, 

but at no time will retention jeopardize the child=s chances to obtain a  high school 

diploma.  Students that do not meet the standards for promotion must be referred to 

the Teacher Support Team. Students who are two or more years older than their peers 

and who have not met minimum requirements to be classified on grade level may be 

placed in a transition program.  

 

III. GRADES 9 - 12 

 

A. MINIMUM PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

1. Students should demonstrate mastery of the required content for each course.  

Mastery is defined as seventy percent (70%) proficiency in all learning activities 

and subjects.  The seventy percent standard will be applied to all assessments, 

written, performed, or observed. 

2. Course is defined as that content to be learned and activities to be completed as 

described by the Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks and local curricula. 

3. Students must meet minimum attendance standards as stated in the high school 

handbook. 

B. MONITORING PUPIL PROGRESS 

It is the responsibility of each teacher to identify pupils not making satisfactory 

progress toward achieving course objectives and skills.  The school must have a plan 
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for alternative arrangements for instruction which includes special classes or 

instructional sessions with reduced pupil/teacher ratios and which focus on basic 

skills for the underachiever.  Parents must be notified during each grading period if 

their student is not meeting minimum mastery levels in course requirements. 

C. STUDENT CLASSIFICATION - GRADES 9 - 12  

Students will be assigned to grades for administrative purposes and are generally 

expected to be moved from the ninth to tenth to eleventh to twelfth.  The assignment 

to a grade will be determined as follows: 

1. To be classified as Grade 9: 

Students who are taking three or more ninth-grade subjects including ninth-grade 

English will be assigned to the ninth grade.   

2. To be classified as Grade 10: 

A student who has earned 6 Carnegie units or number of credits equal to his/her 

maximum potential* less 2 units will be classified as a tenth grader. 

3. To be classified as Grade 11: 

 A student who has earned 12 units or the number of units equal to his/her 

maximum potential* less 4 units will be classified as an eleventh grader. 

4. To be classified as Grade 12: 

A student who has earned 20 units or the number of units equal to his/her 

maximum potential* less 4 units will be classified as a twelfth grader. 

5. Graduate: 

A student will be considered as a graduate when the requirements and units 

detailed in the Graduation Requirements Policy IHF are completed. 

 

* Maximum potential is defined as an individual student=s opportunity to have earned high 

school credit.  For example, a student completing his freshman and sophomore years in 

another school district with a traditional six-period schedule has the maximum potential to 

earn twelve (12) units: six (6) units in the 9
th

 grade and six (6) units in the 10
th

 grade. 

 

NOTE:  Students entering school after the ninth grade from a school outside the State of 

Mississippi may be exempted from the Mississippi History/Civic requirement.  

D. STUDENTS NOT MEETING MASTERY REQUIREMENTS - GRADES 9 - 12  

1. Students who do not meet the minimum performance standards established for a 

given academic course must repeat that course to receive credit. 

2. Eleventh grade students who fail to achieve the minimum scores required for the 

state mandated Subject Area Tests must be provided special remediation in the 

areas of deficiency(ies). 

 

IV. GRADING POLICY SUPPORT PROCEDURES 

A. ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS 

Students may be enrolled in the regular program leading toward placement in a 

diploma program, or students who continually fail to master specified course 

objectives may be evaluated for alternative programs such as: 

1. Special Education; 
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2. Remediation for deficiencies on state mandated tests; 

3. Alternative G.E.D. program; or 

4. Other remediation programs, such as Extended School Day or Extended School 

Year. 

B. TRANSFERS 

1. Transfers from an accredited school (Mississippi Accredited, Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools or other regional accreditation agencies, 

or an accreditation association recognized by the Mississippi Department of 

Education.) 

a. A student who transfers into the Gulfport School District during the school 

year will be enrolled in the appropriate grades and subjects equivalent to the 

grades and subjects of the previous placement. 

b. A student who transfers into the Gulfport School District before the 

beginning of the school year will be placed at the grade to which he/she has 

been promoted. 

c. After careful observation and evaluation of the student's progress and after 

consultation with the parent or guardian, the student may be reassigned. 

2. Transfer from any non-accredited school including home school 

a. A student who transfers into the Gulfport School District will not be placed 

permanently in a grade or course until the student's academic skills can be 

evaluated by the principal. 

b. The principal's evaluation may include the following: 

(1) the age of the student; 

(2) the student's performance on a nationally standardized test in areas 

            which, at a minimum, include language, mathematics and reading; 

(3) in grades 8-12, the student's performance on the district's cumulative 

tests for the most recently completed courses and for all courses for 

which Carnegie units are requested; and  

(4) the student's educational performance at previous school(s). 

C. EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS 

1. Academically accelerated students 

Exceptional academically talented students may be promoted (accelerated) 

beyond the normal classification sequence if the following conditions are met: 

a. A committee composed of a gifted education teacher, the appropriate school 

counselor, the student's teachers, the director of instructional programs, and 

the appropriate principal recommend the exception. 

b. The committee (a) develops and reviews the following factors: 

(1)  Education Profile; 

(2)  Psychological Profile; 

(3)  Social Behavior; and 

(4)  Social History. 

c. The Superintendent approves the recommendation. 

2. English Language Learners 

a. Students enrolled in bilingual education programs who fail to pass the 
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number of courses to be promoted will be administratively promoted if, upon 

the recommendation of the program teacher, the principal determines that 

substantial progress has been made by the student so that he or she will be 

successful at the next grade level. 

b. Students not enrolled in bilingual education programs and who fail to pass 

the number of courses to be promoted will be retained. 

3. Students with unusual or unique handicaps 

Students with special handicapping conditions may be awarded special status and 

classified at the same grade as the appropriate peer group if the following 

standards are met: 

a. The unusual conditions require housing which prohibits the school from 

providing a total educational program, i.e., science or other lab experiences 

for homebound students, multiple course offerings for homebound students, 

etc. 

b. A committee composed of the appropriate counselor, principal, and special 

education teacher, supervisor of special education and director of 

instructional programs recommend the placement. 

c. The Superintendent approves the recommendation. 

D. ADMINISTRATIVE OPTION 

The principal may make recommendations regarding exceptions to any of these 

policies and, with the approval of the superintendent, so act. 

E. APPEAL PROCESS 

Any student and/or parent may appeal the application of these policies.  The 

appeal process will be to appeal to the principal, to the Superintendent or 

designee, and to the Board of Education.  Written notification of the appeal 

decision will be provided at each step of the process.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

ACCELERATION 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IHEB 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IHEB 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

The Board of Trustees is committed to the establishment of an educational program for the 

intellectually gifted and talented students of the Gulfport School District.  The administration and 

professional staff will consider acceleration of such students as one means of providing sufficient 

educational challenges. 

 

Acceleration will be approved by the principal only, following discussion with each student's 

guidance counselor, teachers, and with the approval of the student and his/her parents.   



 

 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IHF 

 
Board Approved: 

5/22/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IHF 

 
Previously Approved: 

1/23/2006 

 

A. GENERAL EDUCATION 

he Board of Trustees requires a minimum graduation requirement of 28 Carnegie units as 

permitted by the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) Mississippi Public school 

Accountability Standards.  The district will offer a basic curriculum of 32 Carnegie units, 

which includes the required courses for students choosing either the general education 

program or the college preparatory program.  A schedule of Carnegie Units (see page 5) 

outlines the graduation requirements for entering ninth graders.   

 

Units earned for graduation from Gulfport High School (GHS) are counted from the 8
th

 

grade forward. Students in the 8
th

 grade have the opportunity to earn up two credits, one 

in math (Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, or Algebra I) and one in Tech Prep, which 

will count toward graduation.  

 

It will be the policy of the Board that a student may earn a maximum of one (1) Carnegie 

unit during a single summer school session, and a total of four (4) Carnegie units earned 

in summer school programs may be counted toward graduation.  A maximum of (1) unit 

may be earned through correspondence courses only from approved college and 

university programs 

 

The credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an 

out-of-state transfer student who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of 

Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local Government. 

 

When calculating the number of units required for graduation of a transfer students, 

adjustments will be made based upon the student's maximum potential to earn units 

during their years at GHS.  

 

 

 

As specified by Mississippi State Board Policy IHF-2, it  will be the policy of the Board 

that each student graduating from high school be required to pass designated subtests of 

the state high school exit examination of Mississippi Functional Literacy Exam (FLE) or 

the designated academic end-of-course tests of the Subject Area Testing Program (SATP) 

in accordance with the following scheduled phase-in 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Scheduled Phase-In of Academic End-of-Course Tests of the Subject Area Test 

Program (SATP): 

Students who began 9
th

 grade in school year 2000-2001 must pass the mathematics 

section of the FLE plus the Subject Area Tests in U.S. History from 1877 and English II 

(with a writing component). 

 

Students who began 9
th

 grade in 2001-2002 must pass the mathematics  section of the 

FLE plus the Subject Area Tests in U.S. History from 1877, English II (with a writing 

component), and Biology I. 

 

Students who began 9
th

 grade in 2002-2003 must pass the  Subject Area Tests in U.S. 

History from 1877, English II (with a writing component), Biology I, and Algebra I.  

This group of students must pass all four Subject Area Tests even if they take the 

course(s) prior to their 9th grade year.  

 

Students who began 9
th

 grade in 2003-2004 and each year thereafter must pass the Subject 

Area Tests in U.S. History from 1877, English II (with a writing component), Biology I, 

and Algebra I.  This group of students must pass all four Subject Area Tests even if they 

take the course(s) prior to their 9th grade year.  

 

With regard to end-of-course SATP, students who have completed designated courses 

prior to transferring to GHS from out-of-state accredited public schools and/or accredited 

non-public schools will have SATP requirements reviewed on an individual basis by the 

principal of GHS or his designee in accordance to Mississippi State Board Policy IHF-2. 

Students transferring from home-schools or non-accredited private school must take a 

Subject Area Test in any course for which the school accepts Carnegie units in accordance 

with Mississippi State Board Policy IHF-2. 

            

If any student fails to achieve a passing score on any Subject Area Test, a Teacher Support 

Team will analyze the test data and prescribe appropriate remediation and interventions. 

The form of remediation may include, but will not be limited to providing after-school 

remediation, peer tutoring, in-school tutorial services, prescribing individualized 

remediation, and allowing the student to retake the  

course (regardless of the student’s previous grade in the course).  The school and district 

will adhere to the appeals process as outlined in Mississippi State Board of Education 

Policy IHF-3 for any student’s appeal for rescoring or any appeal for a substitute 

evaluation process. 

In accordance with Mississippi State Board of Education Policy IHF-2, students who do 

not pass any Subject Area Test will be offered a chance to retake the test three (3) times 

each year until a passing score is achieved. 



 

 

 

Students who do not complete all course work and graduation requirements will not be 

permitted to participate in graduation ceremonies. 

 

 

 

B. SPECIAL EDUCATION  

Gulfport School District students with disabilities and their parents/guardians will be 

given the option of their child working toward a regular diploma, an occupational 

diploma, or a certificate.  This decision will be considered at the student’s Individual 

Education Plan (IEP)meeting prior to his/her entering the ninth grade.  The IEP will 

thereafter reflect the option selected. If at some time the IEP committee determines there 

is there is a need for change, the decision may be reversed.  Students with disabilities or 

their parents who choose the regular diploma will be required to follow Gulfport School 

District’s graduation requirements for regular education students. Students with 

disabilities or their parents who choose the occupational diploma will be required to 

complete the criteria as designated in the occupational diploma curriculum (see page 6). 

Students with disabilities or their parents who choose the special certificate will be 

required to complete a special education curriculum, or combination of special education 

and regular education curricula. 

 

Students with disabilities who complete an approved course of study before age 21 or 

during the school year in which they turn 21 will receive a diploma or certificate and will 

be permitted to participate in graduation.   

 

 

NOTE:  An appeal process of administrative options is available through Policy IHE for 

those students whose programs are in radical conflict with these graduation requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 - IHF - Graduation Requirements 
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SCHEDULE OF CARNEGIE UNITS GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTERING NINTH GRADERS AT GULFPORT HIGH SCHOOL 

  
 

Curriculum Areas 

 
2002-2003 

 
2003-2004 

 
2004-2005 

 
2005-2006 

 
2006-2007 

 

English 
 

4 
 

4 
 

4 (e) 4 (e) 4 (e) 

 

Mathematics 

3 

 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

1 elective 

3 

 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

1 elective 

3(d) 

 

Algebra I 

2 electives, one of which 

must be higher than Alg. I  

4(d) 

 

Algebra I 

3 electives, one of which 

must be higher than Alg. I  

4(d) 

 

Algebra I 

3 electives, one of which 

must be higher than Alg. I 

 

Science 

 

3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 

3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 

3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 
3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 
3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 

Social Studies 

 

3 ½  

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 

3 ½ 

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 

3 ½ 

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 
3 ½ 

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 
3 ½ 

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 

Health 

 

½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 

½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 

½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 
½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 
½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 

Business & 

Technology 

 

1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;  

½ computer applications 

 

1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;   

½ computer applications 

 

1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;  

½ computer applications 

 
1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;  

½ computer applications 

 
1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;  

½ computer applications 

 

The Arts 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

Electives 
 

12 (c) 
 

12 (c) 
 

12 (c) 
 

12 (c) 
 

12 (c) 
 

Total Credits 
 

28 
 

28 
 

28 

 
28 

 
28 

(a)  One unit may be in Technology Applications or Introductions to Agriscience or Agriscience I or Concepts of Agriscience or Allied Health I or  Aquaculture. 

(b)  One unit in Computer Discovery is accepted in lieu of the two ½-unit courses. Evidence of proficiency in Keyboarding and Computer applications is accepted in lieu of the required  

courses if the student earns one unit in any of the courses listed in the Business and Technology Framework (academic and vocational). 

(c)  Beginning with 2000-2001 seniors, the limitations have been removed for elective units in band, physical education, and choral music. Elective units in physical education include 

participation in interscholastic athletic activities that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through Physical Education framework and that are sanctioned by the 

Mississippi High School Activities Association. 
(d)  Beginning school year with the 8th graders of 2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, as well as Algebra I, may be taken in the 8th grade for Carnegie unit credit.  Survey of 

Mathematical Topics, Compensatory Mathematics and any developmental mathematics course may not be included in the four math courses required for graduation; however, these courses 
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may be included in  the 4 ½ general electives required for graduation.  At least one of the four required courses must be higher than Algebra I.  The allowable math courses that can be 

taken which are higher  than Algebra I are:  Geometry, Algebra II, Advanced Algebra, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, Discrete Math, Probability and Statistics, and 

AP Statistics. 

(e)  Compensatory Reading and Compensatory Writing courses may not be included in the four English courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 4 

½ 

 general electives required for graduation.   
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MISSISSIPPI OCCUPATIONAL DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD 20.4 

 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2008-2009 AND LATER 

(Entering 9
th

 graders in 2005-2006 and thereafter) 
 

 

CURRICULUM AREA 

 
 

COURSES 

 
 

UNITS 
 

ENGLISH/ 

LANGUAGE ARTS
1
 

 
Employment English I, II, III and 

Applied Employment English IV (On the Job)
2
 

 
4

1
 

 
MATHEMATICS

1
 

 
On the Job Math I, II, III, and 

Applied Job Skills Math IV (On the Job)
2
 

 
 

4
1
 

 
SCIENCE

1
 

 
Life Skills Science I, II, III, and 

Applied Life Skills Science IV (On the Job)
2
  

 
4

1
 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES

1
 

 
Career Preparation I, II, III, and 

Applied Career Preparation IV (On the Job)
2
 

 
4

1
 

 
CAREER/TECHNICAL 

EDUCATION 

 
Special Education Career/Technical Education Grade 10 

and 

Special Education Career/Technical Education Grade 11 

Or 

Completion of a two-year Career/Technical (Vocational) 

Program 

 
 

2
2
 

 
ELECTIVES 

 
Special Education courses 

Or 

General Education courses 

Or 

Vocational-Technical Education courses 
 

3
1
 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 21
3
 

 

1 
Courses deemed appropriate for each student will be selected from the special education curriculum (special  

  education course credit) and/or general education curriculum (Carnegie units) as determined by each student’s 

  Individual Education Plan (IEP) Committee. 
2 
Students receiving a Mississippi Occupational Diploma must document evidence of 540 hours of successful paid 

  employment OR successfully complete a two-year Career/Technical (Vocational) Program.
 

3 
Students receiving a Mississippi Occupational Diploma must document successful comp0letion of minimum  

  requirements in an Occupational Portfolio. 
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Curriculum Areas 

 
2002-2003 

 
2003-2004 

 
2004-2005 

 
2005-2006 

 
2006-2007 

 
English 

 
4 

 
4 

 
4 (e) 4 (e) 4 (e) 

 

Mathematics 

3 

 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

1 elective 

3 

 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

1 elective 

3(d) 

 

Algebra I 

2 electives, one of which 

must be higher than Alg. I  

4(d) 

 

Algebra I 

3 electives, one of which 

must be higher than Alg. I  

4(d) 

 

Algebra I 

3 electives, one of which 

must be higher than Alg. I 

 
Science 

 
3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 
3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 
3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 
3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 
3 (a) 

Biology I  

2 electives 

 
Social Studies 

 
3 ½  

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 
3 ½ 

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 
3 ½ 

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 
3 ½ 

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 
3 ½ 

Mississippi Studies 

U.S. History 

World History 

U.S. Government 

Geography 

 
Health 

 
½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 
½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 
½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 
½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 
½ 

Comprehensive or 

Family and Individual 

 
Business & 

Technology 

 
1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;  

½ computer applications 

 
1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;   

½ computer applications 

 
1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;  

½ computer applications 

 
1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;  

½ computer applications 

 
1 (b) 

½ keyboarding;  

½ computer applications 
 

The Arts 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

Electives 
 

12 (c) 
 

12 (c) 
 

12 (c) 
 

12 (c) 
 

12 (c) 
 
Total Credits 

 
28 

 
28 

 
28 

 
28 

 
28 

(a)  One unit may be in Technology Applications or Introductions to Agriscience or Agriscience I or Concepts of Agriscience or Allied Health I or  Aquaculture. 

(b)  One unit in Computer Discovery is accepted in lieu of the two ½-unit courses. Evidence of proficiency in Keyboarding and Computer applications is accepted in lieu of the required  courses if the 

student earns one unit in any of the courses listed in the Business and Technology Framework (academic and vocational). 

(c)  Beginning with 2000-2001 seniors, the limitations have been removed for elective units in band, physical education, and choral music. Elective units in physical education include participation in 

interscholastic athletic activities that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through Physical Education framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities 

Association. 
(d)  Beginning school year with the 8th graders of 2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, as well as Algebra I, may be taken in the 8th grade for Carnegie unit credit.  Survey of Mathematical 

Topics, Compensatory Mathematics and any developmental mathematics course may not be included in the four math courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in  the 4 ½ 

general electives required for graduation.  At least one of the four required courses must be higher than Algebra I.  The allowable math courses that can be taken which are higher  than Algebra I are:  

Geometry, Algebra II, Advanced Algebra, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, Discrete Math, Probability and Statistics, and AP Statistics. 

(e)  Compensatory Reading and Compensatory Writing courses may not be included in the four English courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 4 ½  general electives 

required for graduation.   



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

GENERAL EDUCATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT (GED) 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IHFA 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IHFA 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

The Board of Trustees will cooperate fully with the State Board for Community and Junior 

Colleges to establish and administer General Educational Development (GED) preparatory classes 

in the schools of the Gulfport School District.  The classes are designed to provide basic skills 

necessary for functional literacy, provide basic education to acquire and retain a job, and provide 

skills to attain A GED. 

 

Adult students for the preparatory classes may be accepted from any area of the state provided they 

are bona fide residents of Mississippi. 

 

The Board cooperates fully with the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges and GED 

Testing service in administering the GED test. 

 

Cross Reference: IDG - Adult Education Program 

 

Legal Reference: Mississippi Code 1972, HB 30, Ch. 347 (1974) 

 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

TESTING PROGRAMS 

 
Descriptor Code: 

II 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

II 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

It will be the policy of the Gulfport School District that each student who graduates from high 

school will have demonstrated the ability to apply basic skills successfully as evidenced by the 

results of a subject area assessment that meets State Board of Education requirements.  

Furthermore, each graduating student will have demonstrated mastery of those skills in English, 

writing, biology, algebra I, and U.S. History established by the State Board of Education as 

minimum levels of performance.    

 

The District will implement and maintain appropriate additional testing programs to aid in the 

evaluation of curricular programs, to measure the academic achievement of students, and to 

provide diagnosis of special educational needs of both individuals and groups of students.  The 

primary purpose of such additional testing programs will be to assist and support the total 

educational program of the District. 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

TEST SELECTION AND ADOPTION 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IIA 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IIA 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/88 

 

Tests in the Gulfport School District will be selected and adopted to supplement the state testing 

program.  Contingent upon the state program, tests will be selected for grades not included in the 

state program. Readiness tests will be selected and adopted for kindergarten, first grade, and/or 

second grade students. 

 

 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

TEST ADMINISTRATION 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IIB 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IIB 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

Administration of the state testing program in the Gulfport School District will be conducted by 

teachers as examiners, assisted by proctors, and supervised by a building test coordinator under the 

direction of the District test coordinator. Maximum test security will be maintained. Test 

administration will take place with strict adherence to regulations to insure controlled test taking 

conditions. Both external and internal interruptions will cease, with emergency exceptions only.  

A concerted effort will be made to have the total student population in attendance during testing. 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

USE AND DISSEMINATION OF TEST 

RESULTS 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IIC 

 
Board Approved:  

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IIC 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

In the Gulfport School District, test results will be used to augment the instructional process in 

such areas as placement, diagnosis, remediation and curriculum structuring.  Data derived from 

testing can be both formative and summative. Composite and longitudinal data will be used for 

instructional planning.  Analysis of data will provide insight into individual and collective 

strengths and weaknesses. 

 

Test results will be disseminated to administrators, teachers, students, and parents.  The Board of 

Trustees will receive a district report and analysis.  Each school will record test scores on 

individual student permanent records. 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

EVALUATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL 

PROGRAMS 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IJ 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IJ 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

Professional accountability for pupil performance and progress in the Gulfport School District is 

shared responsibility of teachers, administrators, and the Board of Trustees. Accordingly, 

individual pupil progress and instructional efforts of the schools will be evaluated systematically. 

 

The purposes of evaluation of instruction will be 

 

1. to indicate instructional strengths and weaknesses; 

 

2. to provide information needed for advance planning; 

 

3. to provide data for public information; 

 

4. to demonstrate the relationship between achievement and the stated goals of the 

school system; 

 

5. to check the suitability of the instructional program in terms of community 

requirements. 

 

The professional staff will provide continuous evaluation of the educational program and 

instructional processes.  The Board may participate with the professional staff in such evaluation 

if the nature and the scope of the evaluative process so warrants. 

 

The Board will adopt a plan for a local accountability program designed to measure the adequacy 

and efficiency of educational programs offered by the District in accordance with 

recommendations and criteria set forth by the State Department of Education. 

 

The Board may appoint a broadly constituted citizen advisory accountability committee to make 

recommendations to the Board relative to the program of educational accountability.  The Board 

will report periodically to the residents of the District and the State Department of Education, in 

such form as prescribed by the State Department of Education, on the extent to which the district 

has achieved the goals and objectives of its adopted 

plans.  Ch. 310, HB 35, Sec. 3 (1975) 

 

Legal Reference: Mississippi Code 1972, as cited above 

 

 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

TEACHING METHODS 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IKA 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IKA 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

The Board of Trustees recommends that the best available strategies and methods for bringing 

about learning be utilized in the Gulfport School District.  The instructional staff will keep abreast 

of new and more promising instructional ideas and practices developed in schools throughout the 

nation and apply those which apparently have the potential for improving the learning program in 

the District's schools. 

 

Methods will be focused on differentiating instruction by:  

 

1. appraisal of individual learning style, abilities, disabilities; 

 

2. assessment of individual learning needs; 

 

3. development, implementation, and evaluation of individual learning programs; and 

 

4. the modification of individual learning programs. 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

TEACHING ABOUT CONTROVERSIAL 

ISSUES 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IKB  

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IKB 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

Controversial issues are defined as those problems, subjects or questions where there are major 

differences of opinion, no easy answers, and discussion of which generally create strong feelings 

among people. 

 

Controversial issues, however, provide stimulation to learning by creating intellectual excitement 

and are thus an important part of the classroom environment.  Free inquiry in a democratic society 

requires that controversial issues arising in the classroom be handled as a regular aspect of 

instruction and learning in such a way as to not inhibit the dignity, the personality, or the 

intellectual integrity of either the teacher or the students. 

 

Legal Reference:  Parducci v. Rutland, 316 F. Supp. 352 (M.D. Ala. 1970); Epperson v. 

Arkansas, 393 U.S. 97 (1986) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

CONTROVERSIAL SPEAKERS 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IKBA 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IKBA 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

The Board of Trustees recognizes that visiting speakers may be of specific persuasions and that 

their topics may be controversial.  If they are prohibited from speaking because of their points of 

view, academic freedom is endangered.  Students need to study issues upon which there is 

disagreement and to practice analyzing problems, gathering and organizing facts, discriminating 

between facts and opinions, discussing differing viewpoints and drawing tentative conclusions. 

 

When correctly handled, the use of controversial speakers becomes an invaluable component in 

accomplishing the goals of citizenship education.  However, this places a serious responsibility 

on the professional staff members to correctly structure the learning situation involving a speaker. 

 

All speakers must be invited through the school principal, who shall endeavor to engage speakers 

for both sides of the issues. In no instance will a speaker who advocates unconstitutional or illegal 

acts or procedures be permitted to address students. 

 

Legal Reference:  U. S. Constitution, Amendment I, Tinker v. Des Moines Independent 

Community School District, 393 U.S. 503 (1969) 

 

    



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

TEACHING ABOUT RELIGION 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IKC 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IKC 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

No doctrinal, sectarian or denominational proselytizing will be permitted in the schools of the 

Gulfport School District. 

 

Legal Reference: Mississippi Code 1972, 37-13-3; Abington School District v. Schempp, 374 

U.S. 204 (1963) 

 

 



 
 
Descriptor Term: 

 

FLAG DISPLAYS 

 
Descriptor Code: 

IKDA 

 
Board Approved: 

8/28/2006 
 
Rescinds: 

IKDA 

 
Previously Approved: 

2/1/1988 

 

The flag of the State of Mississippi and the flag of the United States will be displayed in close 

proximity to the school building at all times during the hours of daylight when the school is in 

session when the weather will permit without damage to the flag. 




