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òEarning certification through the National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards (NBPTS) is a very rigorous process,ó said Dr. Hank Bounds, state 
superintendent of educati on.  òTeachers who earn this designation demonstrate a 
commitment to excellence and a dedication to their students.  

 
òNational Board Certification is the most prestigious credential a teacher can 

earn.  Like board -certified doctors and accountants, teache rs who achieve National 
Board Certification have met rigorous standards through intensive study, expert 
evaluation, self -assessment and peer review,ó said NBPTS President and CEO Joseph 
A. Aguerrebere.  Research is consistently positive about the impact of  National Board 
Certification on improvements in teacher practice and areas of school improvement 
critical to raising student achievement.ó 

 
National Board Certification is a voluntary assessment program designed to 

recognize and reward great teachers and make them better.  While state licensing 
systems set basic requirements to teach in each state, NBCTs have successfully 
demonstrated advanced teaching knowledge, skills and practices.  Certification is 
achieved through a rigorous, performance -based assessment that typically takes one 
to three years to complete.   For more information about NBPTS and National Board 

Certification, visit the BBPTS Web site at www.nbpts.org .  

THREE GULFPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT TEACHERS 
ACHIEVE NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION 

A.A.E.õs Indescribable Surprise ð Adjective Lady  
 

A.A.E.'s Indescribable Surprise 
     We all know that adjectives describe a noun or pronoun.  Well, A.A.E.  
third graders had an unexpected visit from the Adjective Lady this week  
that was almost 'indescribable'.  The students were anxious to use their  
bubble maps to capture the surprise event.  As she made her merry way  
through all the third grade classrooms, we couldn't help but ask, "Who is  

the Adjective Lady anyway?" 
 

Students at Anniston Avenue Elementary participated 
in the United Way's Stuff a Stocking campaign.  
Students exemplified the school's character trait  of the 
month, generosity, by filling Santa's sleigh with new 
toys. Pictured  from left to right are: Haley Gritzman, 
Caroline Howard, Selena Francisco, Tori Anglada and 
Maeshun Frost.  

 
 

 

"Holiday Sharing and Best Wishes " 
 

Mr.  G len  Eas t ,  Super in tenden t  

http://www.nbpts.org/


  AmeriCorps Boys and Girls of the Gulf Coast  
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Gulfport Central Middle School has received a $500 grant from the ExxonMobil  Educational 
Alliance program to support the schoolõs math and science program.  Juanita Benson of the 
Fast-Trac Station #23 worked with the school to secure the grant which is one of 4,000 
available to schools across the country served by Exxon or Mobil stations.  The grants were 
made possible by funding from the Exxon Mobil Corporation.  
 
òGulfport Central Middle School works hard to make learning interesting and fun,ó said 
Benson.  òAs an Exxon retailer, I am proud to help young people in the Gulfport 
Community.ó 
 
The ExxonMobil Educational Alliance program is designed to provide Exxon and Mobil 
retailers with an opportunity to invest in the future of their communities through 
educational grants to neighborhood schools.  ExxonMobil believes that, as members of the 
community, local retailers are best qualified to work with local educators to help identify 
schools and programs most in need of support.  
 
Juanita Benson met stringent eligibility criteria before applying for and being awarded this 
grant, in cluding having a commitment to provide a superior buying experience for 
customers. 
 

The AmeriCorps Boys and Girls of the Gulf Coast came to Central Elementary Saturday, 
October 27th as part of Make a Difference Day.  Tawaana Banks of AmeriCorp orchestrated 
the day of service at Central Elementary as 10 volunteers began work on the LEAF Outdoor 
Learning Lab (Learning Environments Affecting Futures).  The AmeriCor ps Boys and Girls 
Club of the Gulf Coast were instrumental in removing sod and plants from the southwest 
side of the Central Elementaryõs kindergarten playground as part of LEAFõs groundbreaking. 

 
The LEAF Outdoor Learning Lab will give students at Central  Elementary hands-on 
experience in life and earth science and will offer students a chance to develop real world 
skills outside of the regular classroom setting.  In the LEAF Outdoor Learning Lab, students 
will learn about life cycles, migration, weather, composting, recycling, biomes, and food 
chains. 

 
The LEAF Outdoor Learning Lab is a volunteer project that is being spearheaded by the 
following educators at Central Elementary:  Mrs. Benson, Mrs. Cornier -Rivera, Ms. Gambill, 
Mrs. Phillips, Ms. Taylor, and  Mrs. Turner.  If anyone is interested in learning more about the 
LEAF Outdoor Learning Lab, please contact Central Elementary at 865-4642. 
 

 

Gulfport Central Middle School Math and Scie nce 
Departments Awarded Exxon Mobile Grant  

 

BVMS Welcome to the Wax Museum 
 

Several Bayou View Middle sixth grade students participated as characters in a Wax Museum.  
Students portrayed great women from history such as: Princess Diana, Anastasia, Jacqueline 
Onassis, Amelia Earhart, Margaret Tobin Brown, Cleopatra VII, Anne Frank, Sacagawea, Bronia 
Beker, and Josephine Baker. 

 


